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REMARKS 

The application has been carefully reviewed in ligjit of the Of&ce Action 
dated February 20, 2009. Qaims 1, 4 to 7, 9 to 12 and 14 to 18 are in the appUcation, of 
which Claims 1 and 12 are indq>endent Reconsideration and further examination are 
respectfidly requested. 

Claims 1, 4 to 7, 9 to 12 and 14 to 16 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) over U.S. PubUcation No. 2002/0032839 (Yamamoto) in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5^444,690 (Childers). The rejection is respectfully traversed. 

As part of the traversal^ the independent claims are being broadened with 
respect to the definition of the operation for which the storage unit waits until completion. 
The independent claims as amended no longer specify waiting until "a write cache memory 
arranged inside the storage unit is flashed and/or rotation of a platter arranged inside the 
storage unit ends". This subject matter has been moved to new dependent Claims 17 and 
18. The language of independent Claims 1 and 12 has bera reverted to broads language 
found prior to the Amendment dated October 2, 2008. Accordmgly, the USPTO and 'the 
public at large' should not rely on any of the arguments relative to the deleted language 
when determining validity or scope of the claims, or for any other purpose. 

The amended independent claims concern a storage unit which is detachable 
from an information processing ^aratus. According to one aspect of the invention, when 
an eject instruction is received by the storage unit, the storage unit (i) invalidates a 
connection with the information processmg apparatus, (ii) waits until an operation which 
should be complete in the storage unit before the storage unit is qected is coicplete, and 
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(iii) outputs an eject permission signal to the information processing ^paratus for qecting 
the storage unit, wherein the invalidating, waiting and outputting are perfonned by the 
storage unit which is ejected fiom the information processing apparatus by operation of the 
ejecting unit that ejects the storage unit in re^onse to the eject permission signal. 

By virtue of this arrangement, all of thfe invalidating, waiting and outputting 
are performed by tiie storage unit. As a consequaice, it is the straage unit itself that 
decides whai it can be ejected safely, and it is the storage unit itself that outputs a 
permission agnal for ejectioiL This should be contrasted against other arrangements, such 
as an arrangement in which some other device decides when the storage can be rejected 
safely. For exan^le, in an anangement when the iiifonnationprx)cessing apparatus decides 
when the storage unit can be ejected safely, a complicated configuration might be required 
to coordiiiate iiiteraction betwe« the irifomiation processing apparatus and the stora^ 
unit, so as to allow the information processing ^paratus to determine when it is safe to 
eject the storage unit In contrast, with the claimed arrangement, it is ordinaily possible to 
eject the storage unit from tibie information processing ^aratus without specifically 
configuring the information processing ^aiatus to detemune when an operation which 
should be complete in the storage unit is complete so that the storage unit can be ejected 
safely. Rather, the information processing ^paratus need only wait for recdpt of the 
permission signal. 

Referring to specific claim language, amended independent Claim 1 is 
directed to a storage unit \^*ich is detachable fiom an information processing £^paratus 
having an ejecting unit configured to eject the storage unit, the storage unit having a 
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Storage medium for storing data jfrom the infomiatioii processing q)paratus. The storage 
unit includes a controller for controlling storage of data into the storage medium, and a 
receiving unit configured to receive an eject instruction to eject the storage unit &om the 
information processing apparatus. The storage unit fuxtha: includes an invalidation unit 
configured to invalidate a connection with the information processing apparatus when the 
receiving unit receives the eject instruction, a waiting unit configured to wait until an 
operation which should be complete in tihie storage unit before the storage unit is ejected is 
complete, after the invalidation unit starts to invalidate the connection, and an output unit 
configured to output an eject permission signal, as a response to the eject instnictiori, to the 
information processing apparatus for ejecting the storage unit by the qecting unit after 
completion of the wait of the waiting unit The invalidation unit, the waiting unit and the 
output unit are arranged inside the storage unit which is ejected from the information 
processing apparatus by op^ation of the gecting unit that ejects the storage unit in 
response to the eject pemiission signal. 

Amended independent Claim 12 is directed to a method containing features 
substantially corresponding to the features of Claim 1. 

The applied art is not understood to disclose or suggest flie features set out 
in the claims. In particular, neither of Yamamoto and Childers is seen to disclose or 
suggest at least the features of a storage unit which (i) invahdates a coimection with the 
inforaiation processing ^paratus, (ii) waits until an operation which should be complete in 
flie Storage unit before the storage unit is ejected is complete, and (iii) outputs an egect 
permission signal to the information processing apparatus for ejecting the storage unit, 
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Wherein the invalidating, waiting, and outputting are perfonned by the storage unit which is 
ejected from the infonnation processing apparatus by operation of the qecting unit that 
gects the storage unit in response to the qect permission signal. 

Yamamoto discloses a cache for storing acquhed information in an HDD or 
DVD-RAM. The system is controlled such that writing of the cache contents is completed 
before the DVD-RAM is removed from the browser q)paratus. Referring to Figure 17, 
according to Yamamoto, when a request for ejection of DVD-RAM disk 37 from DVD- 
RAM drive 33 is received, diak gection request signal generation circuit 314 outputs a disk 
ejection request signal and ejection processing routine 312 begins. After process 3 12 is 
complete, a disk qection permitting signal is sent to disk ejection inhibition circuit 315 in 
order to transmit the disk ejection request signal from disk ejection request signal 
generation circuit 314 to disk ejection mechanism 316. At this time, DVD-RAM disk 37 is 
ejected from DVD-RAM drive 33. 

As conceded by the Office Action at page 5 and as shown by Figure 17, disk 
qection request signal generation circuit 314, disk ejection inhibition circuit 315 and disk 
ejection mechanism 3 16 are aU inside of DVD-RAM drive 33, but not inside of DVD- 
RAM disk 37 which is to be removed from DVD-RAM drive 33. Furthermore, ejection 
processing routine 312 is performed by disk ejection request signal generation circuit 314 
which is inside ofDVD-RAM drive 33 raflier than DVD-RAM disk 37. Thus, as 
understood by AppUcants. the process of ejecting DVD-RAM disk 37 is performed by 
DVD-RAM drive 33 rather than DVD-RAM disk 37 which is to be ejected from DVD- 
RAM drive 33. 
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In contrast, the present claims are directed to a storage unit which is ejected 
from an infonnation processing apparatus, and which also (i) invalidates a connection with 
the infonnation processing apparatus, (ii) waits nntU an operatian which should be 
complete in the storage unit before the storage unit is qected is complete, and (iu) outputs 
an eject pennission signal to the information processing apparatus for ejecting the storage 
unit 

Childers has been studied but is not seen to overcome the deficiencies of 

Yamamato. 

Accordingly, the appHed art is not seen to disclose or suggest at least the 
claimed features of a storage unit which (i) invahdates a connection with the information 
processing apparatus, (ii) waits until an operation which should be complete in the storage 
unit before the storage unit is ejected is complete, and (iii) outputs an egect permission 
signal to the information processing apparatiis for q ecting the storage unit, wherein the 
invahdating. waiting, and outputting are performed by the storage unit which is ejected 
from the infonnation processing apparatiis by operation of the ejecting unit that ejects the 
storage unit in response to the eject permission signal. 

The other claims in the appUcation are each dependent from the independent 
claims and are beUeved to be allowable over the appUed references for at least the same 
reasons. Because each dependent claim is deemed to define an additional aspect of the 
invention, however, flie individual consideration of each on its own merits is respectfuUy 
requested. 
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No othCT matters being raised, it is believed that the entire application is 
fully in condition for allowance, and such action is courteously solicited. 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Costa Mesa, 
California office at (714) 540-8700. All conespondence should continue to be directed to 
our below-listed address. 

Respectfully subpiitted, 

MichaelK. Q-Neill"^ N U 

Attorney for Af^Iicants 
Ri^istrationNo.: 32,622 

FTTZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SONTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 

New Yoric, New York 10112-3800 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 

FCHS_WS336723Sin 
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